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The Behaviour, Confeſſion, &c. of WILLIAM V EL FORD, 


who was executed at Northampton, April 25, 1740, for breaking open the 
Houſe of William Green of Rothwell, and ſtealing from thence a Piece of 


Tammy. 
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T his ficſt coming into Priſon he utterly de- 
nied the Facts whereof he was found guilty 
on his Tryal: Before his Tryal he was very 
often preſs'd hard to turn Evidence for the 

King, as the only means to ſave himſelf; but he always 

refuſed, ſay ing, he never wrong'd any one, and would 

not charge another. He behaved himſelf very boldly 
and audaciouſly before his Tryal often Singing very pro- 
fane and ſhocking Songs. After his Tryal he was moſt 
ſurprizingly grieved at hearing that Bates and Edwards 

(who were condemned with him) were reprieved, and he 

only was to ſuffer Death; but this grief ſo vaniſhed on 

ſome People telling him that he was alſo reprieved, (tho' 
there were never any real Grounds for it) and he would 
not be perſuaded to the contrary till the Night before he 


juffer'd, when he often declared that it had done a great 


injury to his Soul, as it had entirely hindred him from 
preparing himſelf to appear before his great God and 
Saviour. 


At the Place of EXECUTION, 


He deliver'd the following Confeſſion in Writing to 
the Under-Sheriff, and deſir d it might be publiſh'd. 


IMliem Welford doth conſeſs that he was the Per- 
ſon who actually took the piece of Tammy out 
of the Shop of William Green of Rothwell, that John Che- 
ney and his Wife were Acceſſaries to his taking of it, and 
ſtood near ready to receive it; it was from thence carried 
to Cheney's Houſe, and they two went with it the ſame 
Day to W.— 4s Houſe, Cheney's Wife ſoon after follow- 
ed them there, and all three ſold it to W , and W—s8 
before-hand knew from wherce it was ſtolen, and they 
ſpent moſt of the Money they had for it (which was 
ten Shillings) at / — s Houſe. | 
S —— Fi ſeveral times ask'd William Welford to 
rob the Dwelling-Houſe of William Ward, and eſpecially 
on that Night it was done; he went with F—r and 


1 to Benjamin Bulls Gate that Night to do it but 
no further; he poſitively denies that he was any bay 
concerned in that Fact, and at the time it was done he 
moſt aſſuredly was at Tunſieys Houſe, where he went when 
he left them, and ſtaid there from about 6 to o o Clock: 
SFr in the Morning of the next Day after it 
was done, confeſſed to Milliam Weiford that he and S— 1 
A—— had committed the Fact themſelves the Night 
before, that Cheney was not concerned in that Fact, and 
had knowledge of it only by hearſay. S—— 1 A—- u 
alſo confeſſed to William Welford two or three Days after 
the Fact was done, that he committed it with $ -— / 
F—r only, that William Welford had no part of the 
Money, and ſhould not have known how much there 
had been of it, but from F and 4——» themſelves; 
That A——# had only two Guineas of the Money, and 
that S ] F—— and his Fr had the reſt of the 
Money, but old F-—r was not with them when the 
Fact was done, and even this, William Helford has only 
heard from S — F-—; and A——#. That Cheney 
told WHillam FW elford that he ſhould not have ſworn this 
Fact againſt him, had he not been perſuaded by ſome of 
his Neighbours to do it to ſave bimlelf eſpecially by 
D-——1C - ley who offer'd Cheney Money to ſwear this 
Fact againſt V/ «/ford 

William Welford hath heard that Fohn Tong deceas'd 
could only have a ſatisfactory Account of the ſtealing 
the Surplice, that he had no hand in that Fa@ nor knows 
who did it. 

William Welford was with Cheney when he killed a Pig 
of William Vial's, which they left where it was kill'd ; that 


he has been concerned with Cheney, & 2 
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all of Rothwell and Thames Walls of Desborough, in 
ſtealing Cocks, Hens and Geeſe about the Country. 

That R-——h P r Son of W_—m P of 
Rot inveil about 10 or 11 Years ago was the firſt Perſon 
who perſuaded William Welford to the wicked Practice of 
ſtealing Cocks, Hens, and Geeſe, Sc. whic!: ever ſince 
he with ſeveral others hath conſtantly followed. 

he Napkin, Table Cloth and Sheet which were taken 
out of the Rev. Mr. Chapman's Summer-Houſe at Noth. 
well, were thrown over the Wall back again by 1 
B——e and another not certainly known, that / illiam 
Wilford does not know any more of that Matter. And 
this is (he ſays) what he meant, when he ſaid he had 
ſomething to diſcover but it ſhould die with him. 

William Welford ſays, that 7— H——d, WV—m 
H-—d and E—d H-—r met  illiam '' ard of Roth= 
n ell on the Highway, and threw a Stick at him with an 
intent to rob him of his Money there, as the ſaid / 
H inform'd William i elfard. 

That he freely forgives thoſe who ſwore falſly againſt 
him, that the falſe Hopes given him of a Reprieve too 
long kept him from preparing himſelf as he ought, that 
he fincerely Repents of all his Sins and dies in Charity 
with all Men. 


